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THE NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL'S RISING STARS AWARDS RECOGNIZE
THE REGION’'S MOST PROMISING LAWYERS UNDER 40.

The following honorees are acknowledged for their influence in their practice
areas in New York and beyond, developing unique practice niches, employing
A creative uses of technology, amassing robust books of business, demonstrating

strong leadership qualities, showing expertise in litigation or transactional work,

’ contributing to the improvement of their institutions, and committing themselves
to pro bono, charitable and professional volunteer work.

ABENA

MAINOO
PARTNER,

CLEARY GOTTLIEB
STEEN & HAMILTON

PRACTICE PROFILE: Abena
Mainoo plays a lead role in
the firm’s representation of
companies in high-stakes
cross-border investigations

and complex civil litiga-
tion. Clients in a broad range of industries trust Ms. Mai-
noo to handle challenging assignments, including matters
involving allegations of fraud, sanctions violations and for-
eign corrupt payments. She also conducts internal inves-
tigations and advises on corporate compliance programs.
LEADERSHIP, PRO BONO AND CIVIC WORK: Ms. Mainoo is
currently leading a team of Cleary lawyers, in partnership
with immigrant advocacy group Make the Road New York
and the Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration Justice Clinic
at Cardozo Law, representing a group of over 30 individual

plaintiffs in a civil RICO case in the Southern District of
New York.

Ms. Mainoo serves as a director of the Federal Bar Foun-
dation—a charitable foundation dedicated to facilitating the
administration of justice and understanding of the law. She
is also a member of the Federal Bar Council’s Public Service
Committee, which seeks to increase access to counsel and
assist the courts and agencies of the Second Circuit in their
work of administering justice to all litigants.

She’s a co-chair of Cleary’s Summer Associate Program,
a member of Cleary’s Recruiting Committee, and is deeply
involved in the firm’s mentoring programs, including those
focused on diverse lawyers and women.

EDUCATION:
J.D., Harvard Law School
B.A., Swarthmore College

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO YOUNG LAWYERS?
Dig in and engage with the legal questions and facts, including
where you're dealing with challenging or new issues, and con-
tribute your ideas and thoughts.

ABENA MAINOO
PARTNER, CLEARY GOTTLIEB STEEN & HAMILTON
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